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Key Developments
As of 23 April, the World Health Organization (WHO) has recorded 2,646,452 cases of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19)
and 184,353 associated fatalities.
In a press conference on 16 April, the UK government announced a three-week lockdown extension until at least 7 May,
with the possibility of a further extension after this date. An opinion poll carried out this week by The Conversation, a nonpro t organisation focused on reporting by academics, suggested 87 percent of the UK population is in favour of
extending the lockdown for a further three weeks, with 89 percent in favour of non-essential workers remaining at home.
However, with the lockdown leading to increased economic strain and the Bank of England warning of further economic
contractions, pressure is beginning to mount for the government to announce a lockdown exit strategy. Scottish First
Minister Nicola Sturgeon has said this week that lifting the lockdown would be done gradually, with restrictions on pubs
and other public gathering spaces likely the last to be lifted. However, she did not say when this gradual easing of
restrictions was likely to take place. In Northern Ireland, First Minister Arlene Foster has said restrictions could be lifted at
a different pace to the UK, but did not specify any dates. The government has said an increase in contact tracing, along
with increased testing, is needed before it can reduce measures, indicating that a further extension from 7 May is likely.
Although governments throughout Europe have begun to ease lockdown measures by allowing the reopening of some
retail stores and setting dates for the reopening of schools and other key services, the resumption of social events and
public gatherings is unlikely throughout the summer months and into late 2020. Germany this week announced the
cancellation of Oktoberfest, the world’s largest outdoor festival which takes place each year in Munich in September. Spain
has also cancelled its ‘running of the bulls’ event which takes place in Pamplona each July. Music festivals throughout
Europe, including Glastonbury in the UK, have been postponed, with some organisers advising people that they will accept
2020 tickets in 2021.
Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte has said he intends to announce plans for a gradual exit from Italy’s lockdown,
which has been in place since 9 March, after the country recorded its rst fall in active virus cases this week. This will likely
follow countries such as Germany where some retail outlets have reopened and the wearing of face masks has been made
compulsory. It remains unclear when the government will ease restrictions on both domestic and international travel.

COVID-19 Pandemic Weekly Update: UK and Europe

23 April 2020

Global Health Security 2019 Index
Brent Crude Oil Price

USD 22.24

Health Sector Index

59.8

Rapid Response Index

91.9

How are European Goverments Responding to COVID-19?
Key Domestic and Travel Restrictions
UK
The UK Government con rmed on 16 April that lockdown restrictions will continue until at least 7 May. Citizens are
advised to remain at home and to only leave their homes for essential shopping such as groceries and medication, one
hour of daily exercise or to travel to work if it is not possible to work from home. However, international ights continue to
operate from UK airports at a reduced frequency and the country has not issued entry or exits bans.
Ireland
The Irish government has said it is preparing to ease lockdown restrictions in the country after 5 May. The plan is likely to
be a staged approach to re-opening, as has been the case in Germany.
Italy
The Italian Prime Minister has announced that Italy will begin to reopen from 4 May onwards. All non-essential domestic
and international travel within Italy is currently suspended, and it is unclear if these services will resume from 4 May, or
later in the reopening period. Ports remain open for Italian- agged ships to disembark passengers for transfer to the
airport, where a limited number of ights continue to operate.
Spain
All Spanish borders were closed on 23 March for at least 30 days (23 April). Only Spanish nationals and residents can
enter the country. Some ights have been suspended. Land borders are open to cross-border commuters and deliveries
only. The Prime Minister has asked parliament for a third extension to the state of emergency until 9 May.
France
France’s borders remain closed until 11 May, only French nationals and residents may enter France. Other EU nationals
(including the UK) may transit through France but can be turned away from entering unless they show proof of residency.
From 6 April an “attestation” (certifying the reason for travel) is required to enter mainland France. Some ights have been
suspended. P&O and DFDS are operating with reduced ferry services from cross-Channel routes. The Eurostar is
operating limited services between Paris and London. President Macron has called for the external borders of the
Schengen passport-free travel zone to stay closed until September, showing further indications of prolonged travel
disruption. The French government is planning to allow retail outlets, excluding restaurants and bars, to reopen once the
lockdown is lifted on 11 May.
Germany
Germany has relaxed some lockdown restrictions from 22 April. However, the ban on gatherings of more than two people
remains in place and only shops up to 800 square metres in size have been permitted to reopen. Face masks are now
compulsory across Germany. Travellers arriving in Germany must continue to self-isolate for 14 days.
Netherlands
Lockdown restrictions are in place until at least 19 May. The ban on mass events and professional football has been
extended until 1 September. Starting from 11 May, primary schools will partially reopen, and children aged under 18 will be
allowed to resume group sports under certain conditions.
Sweden
No update to travel restrictions from the previous week. Non-EU nationals and residents are not permitted to enter
Sweden and direct ights between the UK and Sweden remain suspended.
Hungary
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban has said he will present a plan in early May for a gradual lifting of the lockdown,
which was extended by one week from 18 April. The government would review the need to maintain the lockdown each
Wednesday. From 27 April, it is compulsory for passengers on public transport in Budapest to wear a face covering.
Flights from China, Iran, Israel, Italy and South Korea to Budapest are remain suspended.
Slovakia
Prime Minister Igor Matovic announced on 20 April plans for the easing of lockdown measures. Small shops up to 300
square metres in size, sporting grounds, outdoor marketplaces, and restaurants for takeaway meals reopened from 22
April. Face masks are mandatory anywhere outside the home. All public gatherings remain banned and restrictions still
apply to public, social, sporting and cultural activity.
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UK Government Response
The UK government has responded to the outbreak of COVID-19 by implementing a series of prevention measures aimed
at slowing the spread of the virus, as well as an economic stimulus package to assist businesses and protect the income
of millions of citizens. These measures remain largely unchanged from those outlined in reports from the previous two
weeks. The key change over the past week is the lockdown extension for a further three weeks until 7 May, as well as
further announcements for economic support to businesses across the UK.
Preventative Measures
The UK government implemented an initial three-week countrywide lockdown, consisting of movement restrictions and
business closures on 23 March, with a view to reviewing the measures once the initial three-week period has elapsed. The
government has now extended this lockdown until 7 May. All non-essential businesses, including bars and restaurants,
have been forced to close and people are advised to work from home where possible. The government has not yet
announced when it will ease these restrictions.
Individuals are currently permitted to leave their homes to purchase essential items such as food and medication, as well
as to undertake outdoor exercise of up to one hour per day alone or with members of their household. People must also
maintain a two-metre distance from one another at all times.
Schools and nurseries throughout the UK have closed, but some facilities remain open for children of key workers such as
National Health Service (NHS) staff and others who cannot work from home. The government has announced plans to
develop a contact tracing app; however, this is unlikely to bene t the country’s elderly population who are most at risk of
the virus. The government has said increased testing and contact tracing is necessary to enable a safe lifting of current
restrictions and has con rmed it is working on enhancing these capabilities.
Health Protection Support
The government has worked to increase the capacity of the NHS to deal with the initial surge in cases, and Health
Secretary Matt Hancock con rmed this week that the UK has now reached the peak of its COVID-19 outbreak. There has
been no change this week to the health protection support put in place by the government and outlined below:
The government established several temporary healthcare facilities throughout the country solely for COVID-19 patients.
These hospitals, known as 'Nightingale hospitals' have opened at the ExCel Centre in London, the G-MEX in Manchester
and the NEC in Birmingham.
The government has issued guidance on the use of personal protective equipment (PPE) by healthcare workers, stating
that any individual within two metres of a suspected or con rmed COVID-19 patient must wear an apron, gloves, surgical
mask, and eye protection. However, inadequate PPE supplies continue to prevent healthcare workers throughout the
country from adhering to these guidelines. Health facilities such as residential care homes also continue to face PPE
shortages despite clusters of cases in these facilities with a large number of vulnerable patients, and a debate remains
ongoing around the inclusion of care home deaths in o cial data.
Food retailers continue to implement designated shopping hours for vulnerable customers and NHS workers, while online
delivery slots are also restricted for vulnerable customers who cannot attend the store. Social distancing measures are in
place at all food retailers and pharmacies and include restrictions on the number of people in the store at one time, a oneway system around the store, two-metre distance markers for queues and protective screens at checkouts.
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UK Government Response
Economic Support
On 21 April, the Chancellor of the Exchequer announced that a UK government-backed loan scheme for large businesses
affected by coronavirus has been expanded to cover all viable rms. Business with turnovers of more than GBP500 million
was originally not eligible for the scheme, which is being set up to help rms who do not qualify for the existing
Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme for small and medium-sized businesses and the Bank of England COVID
Corporate Financing Facility for investment-grade companies.
The UK launched two initiatives to support the most innovative rms in the county this week, worth GBP1.25 billion. First,
the launch of a new Future Fund worth GBP500 million, to ensure that high growth companies across the UK can continue
to access the investment they need during the crisis. The second will see the government provide GBP750 million of grant
and loan funding for tens of thousands of rms across a variety of sectors.
The Local Government Secretary announced that councils across England will receive another GBP1.6 billion in additional
funding as they continue to respond to the coronavirus pandemic.

