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Welcome to the latest in an occasional series of White Papers we will be drafting in

relation to Martyn’s Law.

The Parliamentary work to get The Draft Terrorism
(Protection of Premises) Bill, or Martyn’s Law, through
legislative scrutiny is now complete with Royal Assent
granted on 3rd April 2025.

Much has been written about Martyn’s Law, its implications,
the new Regulator, new training requirements and what this
means for in-scope premises and events as well as for those
security providers contracted to them.

The truth is that much remains to be clarified and we’re
all waiting for the official guidance to be published in due
course.

At G4S we have consistently supported Martyn’s Law as it
has progressed, have submitted comprehensive evidence to
the various consultations throughout that journey and will
study the official guidance closely on its release to develop
and deliver market leading compliance advice.
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We're equally conscious that a one-size-fits-all operational
security plan won’t work across every in-scope location so
we have drafted these white papers to offer guidance and
stimulate discussion on what we think are key questions a
venue owner / operator might want to ask themselves as
they consider the best way to respond to the requirements
of Martyn’s Law.

If you would like to be kept informed of our ability to
support you please contact enquiries@uk.g4s.com
and we will be delighted to help.

In the meantime, | hope you find this document of interest
and stay safe in everything you do.

Tim Kendall
President — Secure Solutions (UK and Ire)

An update on the progress of the The Draft Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill
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What is the background to
Martyn’s Law?

Martyn’s Law grew from the horrific events of 22nd
May 2017 when Salman Abedi detonated a bomb in The

Manchester Arena at the end of an Arianna Grande concert.

Twenty two innocent people lost their lives and a campaign
began for better security at public events led by Figen
Murray OBE, the mother of one of the victims, Martyn Hett
who the legislation has been named after.

What happens now Royal Assent
has been granted?

We are now in what is officially described as the
“implementation period” which will last for a minimum of
24 months from the date of Royal Assent (April 3rd ). This
will allow the SIA’s new function to be fully established and
funded, whilst ensuring those responsible for premises and
events in scope have sufficient time to understand their
new obligations thereby ensuring they plan and prepare
appropriately. This will allow for what is described as the
“Section 27 guidance” to be developed and rolled out.

Has any guidance been issued?

Not yet. Section 27 guidance (so named because section
27 of the Act gives the Secretary of State the power to
issue guidance related to the duties imposed by the Act), is
in development and will be published shortly. The guidance
will be designed to help those responsible for eligible
public premises and events understand and meet their legal
obligations.

Will a premise or event be
prosecuted for failing to follow
official Section 27 guidance?

Guidance does not carry the force of law but any premises
or event choosing not to follow the guidance could, not
unreasonably, expect their non-compliance to be taken into
account by the regulator if they (the regulator) were to
consider enforcement action.

Planning for the Protect Duty



So, what are the Standard and
Enhanced Duty compliance
requirements?

The Home Office has produced a factsheet for the
Standard Duty which is accessible here.And for the
Enhanced Duty which is accessible here.

Protect UK have also produced an information video which
goes into greater detail and is accessible on their website
here.

Will there be workplace training
available?

Yes. It has been announced that Skills for Justice Awards will
be partnering with the National Counter Terrorism Security
Office (NaCTSO) to develop the Competent Person in the
Workplace Level 3 qualification.

The qualification remains in development and is due to
become open to learners by early 2026.

The qualification is likely to be delivered, in due course, via
a network of Skills for Justice Awards approved training
providers throughout the UK and, as the title suggests, will
be aimed at those individuals “in the workplace” who will
have a degree of Martyn’s Law compliance responsibility.
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The L3 qualification will be designed to help those in scope
organisations design and develop suitable counter terrorism
protective security and preparedness plans and mitigations
and will be open to any person or organisation operating in
any sphere.

How can | find a suitably qualified
consultant?

Consultants will have the opportunity to apply to be
recognised as Counter Terrorism Security Specialists and
be admitted to a voluntary Register of Counter Terrorism
Security Specialists which will be owned and administered
by the Register of Security Engineers and Specialists (RSES)
who already operate a number of specialist registers.

They have started to work on detailed arrangements,
policies and practicalities for the creation of the register
and will release additional details in due course.

The Register will be designed to help businesses and
organisations find the right advice when developing

their counter terrorism strategies from consultants and
professional advisors with relevant experience and current
knowledge thereby providing end users with confidence
they are dealing with suitably and appropriately skilled
security specialists.

An update on the progress of the The Draft Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill
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Are there premises or events that
might be exempt?

Yes. Following extensive debate in Parliament clarification
around attendance was confirmed that attendance of a
premise or event for personal attendance reasons is not in
scope, as this would not be a Publicly Accessible Location.
To be “in scope” requires a ticketed event, not by invitation,
e.g. to a wedding, funeral or private birthday or office party
(not in scope).

There are other exemptions that include certain premises;
O Parks and gardens - open-air spaces like parks
and gardens are completely exempt unless access

is controlled or secured through payment or
passes.

? Transport hubs - Premises such as airports,

g J National Rail, underground and metro stations,

M and ports are typically exempt as they are already
subject to other very specific security regulations.

)
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.2‘ Premises covered by other frameworks -
Ll‘,“__“\!l Certain official premises, like those occupied by

Parliament and devolved legislatures, are excluded
as they have their own established protective
security measures.

There are exemptions based on event type:

Smaller outdoor events - Events like village fetes
Iflil_l or concerts with fewer than 200 attendees will be
generally exempt.
Places of worship — Places of worship, including
churches, mosques, temples, and other religious
venues, will generally be classified as “standard
tier” premises irrespective of their capacity.
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Generally speaking, unless offices meet very specific
criteria related to public accessibility, these would not be
considered as publicly accessible and would be completely
exempt.

Do we know more about how will
all this be regulated and enforced?

As has been widely publicised, the Security Industry
Authority (SIA) will be the regulator for Martyn’s Law in
addition to its statutory duties as the Regulator for the UK
private security industry and they are working closely with
the Home Office to develop all aspects of this key, new role.

The SIA’s approach to regulation will be founded in
principles of good regulation which means that its actions
will be proportionate, consistent, transparent, accountable
and targeted focusing on the education of and support

to those who fall within scope of the legislation and only
taking enforcement action where it’s necessary to ensure
compliance and drive public protection.

It’s important to note that despite having strong
enforcement powers, the Regulator role will be as much
about supporting those in-scope premises and events in
their journey towards compliance as it will be to enforce
the new law.

Official details on the SIA’s role can be accessed here.

Sid

Security Industry
Authority

Planning for the Protect Duty


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/martyns-law-the-sias-new-regulatory-role

How can G4S help?

Official guidance remains very clear and unchanged, no
one person or organisation can rightly claim they can
deliver services that will make you complaint with the
requirements of Martyn’s Law.

However, G4S has extensive experience in operating at
publicly accessible venues and at events of all sizes and we
understand the complexity and range of threats faced.We
also have in-depth, comprehensive experience of securing
high profile national, international and globally significant
locations and events allowing us a unique insight to the
security related challenges and issues faced by venues and
event organisers offering a range of integrated security
solutions.

If you would like to discuss any element of your
security solution, please don’t hesitate to contact us at
enquiries@uk.g4s.com

What happens next?

The Protect UK website will be updated as soon as Section
27 guidance becomes publicly available (as will the SIA

and Home Office websites) and anyone with an interest in
Martyn’s law is strongly advised to regularly check these
websites to remain informed. There will also be a national
public awareness campaign to raise awareness in the wider,
general population.

What protective security advice
already exists?

Additional protective security advice can be accessed at
Protect UK here and via the National Protective Security
Authority (NPSA) website here.

An update on the progress of the The Draft Terrorism (Protection of Premises) Bill
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Register now with the G4S Academy
to receive more security insights.

https://www.g4s.com/en-gb/what-we-do/
academy/academy-insights
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